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Lake Mead Level 3-17-23. 

2021 = 1086’

2023 = 1046’



Note: Levels Have Reached Tier 2 Shortage 



Reaching Historic Low Level

2021 = 3569’

2022 = 3525’

2023 = 3520’







https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001179L4p-St622JJf0Nyn_Y5jEIfXjrv2NH0C3I590RxiCVgabS0y5oLCiq7o4RXT2NTpVOg5vJsDPIAKvlP6XAX3fanyiAsocnow90C_rvE_N63dUxFa33-fiF5kDTQnMT1KmycaNAyoh6Z3mSKNAYrBkwVE91xm7dbZspvfj08Q=&c=BHQJBm05Gw3M8w_yDV0RM8vdvISrOnnQ1N2fd4JaS0En79-mUH7HgQ==&ch=e7YeZyRtQ5-NX2nbn-EpA3FrdzM99IBMoiujo6G89_T3AQVQRT4Ejg==


Ground Fissure from Overpumping & 
Subsidence in Eastern Pinal County, Arizona
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Limits of City of Surprise. Development 
Continues to the West and NW of SCW

Sun City West



City of Surprise – 26,000 New Homes 
Development Continues to the West and 

North of SCW



North Surprise – Water Well System



WYYERD Contractor Damage



Irrigation Leak



Swimming Pool Draining in SCW



Use the Sewer Cleanout Piping to 
Send Water to the Wastewater 

System for Treatment and 
Recharge



Any Questions?
Contact us at PORA’s Office 
13815 W. Camino del Sol,
Sun City West, AZ 85375

Phone: 623-584-4288

This presentation is a Work in Progress. 
Please visit periodically for occasional 

updates.
Your PORA Water Committee

(DLHunter@cox.net)



THANK YOU





Lake Mead Ring. The Water Level is 163 Feet 
Below Full Pool. This part of the Colorado River 

is the source of much of Arizona’s water.





Reaching Historic Low Level



“The Future of Water in the West.” A PBS 
Documentary about the Colorado River: 

beyondthemirage.org



Transports Salt River Water to Glendale, Peoria, Scottsdale



Recharge Basin for Reclaimed 
Wastewater or Excess CAP Water



Typical SCW Water Well-200+ Hp Motor. 
Approximately 1000 feet deep. These wells 

provide 100% of SCW water.







Reasons for  Overdraft and Safe Yield 
Goals not being met:
• Climate Change
• Drought
• Population and Industrial increases
• Competition for non-groundwater 

supplies used for recharge
• Restrictive Management Tools
• Reduced Colorado River  Water used 

for Storage Facilities
• Groundwater Pumping may 

Increase



Your Water is Our Water

YOUR WATER IS OUR WATER

OUR WATER YOUR WATER

To irrigation 70%

To Waste Water System 30%

To Recharge the Aquifer

SCW Aquifer

OUR WATER


Sheet2

		YOUR WATER IS OUR WATER

										OUR WATER				YOUR WATER

																		To irrigation 70%





														To Waste Water System 30%

														To Recharge the Aquifer

										SCW Aquifer











OUR WATER



image1.png



image2.svg

   






A PBS Documentary. Episode III – Crisis: 
“Dry Areas are Getting Dryer and Wet 

Areas are Getting Wetter.”



Available by Request on Internet At
“Water Conservation Kit-Epcor”



Basic Capture and Treatment System





Information Presented in this Document has been 
Researched and/or Supplied by:
 Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR): 

new.azwater.gov
 Arizona Republic: environment.azcentral.com
 Joanna Allhands: joanna.allhands@azcentral.com
 Arizona Water News: azwaternews.com
 ASU Cronkite News: cronkitenews.azpbs.org
 Water Resources Research Center: wrrc.arizona.edu
 Beyond the Mirage, documentary by Arizona Public 

Media, PBS, U of A: beyondthemirage.org
 H2O, The Molecule that Made Us: PBS documentary
 Layperson’s Guide to Arizona Water, U of A, wrrc



Notes from “Let There Be Water,” a book by Seth M. Siegal

Israel: 

 Began preparing for water scarcity in the 1930’s.

 Is a democracy, however water management is entirely a socialist commodity with the 
state controlling all water ownership and usage.

 Utilizes drip irrigation for 75% of it irrigated fields, reducing water use and improving crop 
yield.

 Notes that the cost of drip irrigation equipment is expensive, but should not impede its 
use.

 Uses eighty-five percent of the country’s sewage for treatment and reuse.

 Built 5 coastal desalination plants in less time than it took California to overcome legal 
issues in order to build the Carlsbad desalination plant.

 Has a culture that accepts and admires water conservation.

 Grows water efficient crops. 

 Believes a global water crisis is looming, the time to act is now.



Central Arizona Project Canal – 336 miles. 
Provides 40% of the State’s Water Needs. 

It is Subject to Lake Mead Fluctuations
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