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A few comments about the Sun City West water situation, current and 

future from the Property Owners and Resident Association (PORA) Water 

Committee.  

Note that our water is 100% supplied by wells within the community.  

Thanks to Del Webb’s vision, there are 9 wells, one for each of the golf 

courses,. Seven are operated by the Recreation Center and there is one 

public course and one private course in SCW. 

Additionally, Epcor operates 10 wells to serve as supply for our domestic 

use. Some of the older wells were formerly used for agriculture in the area 

and others were drilled later, specifically for the intended use.  

These wells are approximately 1000 feet in depth and supply water from a 

large aquifer located at approximately 600’ from the surface. Presently all 

are operating at sufficient rates to meet the requirements of the community. 

This situation is expected to continue for several years into the future. 

However, there is much concern on the part of the PORA Water Committee 

and others, that the aquifer supplying our water is being seriously affected 

by nearby uncontrolled development, commercial and residential. 

Local cities of Surprise, Glendale and Peoria are developing municipal and 

industrial resources at a rapid rate. The 303 corridor will someday become 

developed very close to Sun City West. It is already growing rapidly on both 

ends near I-17 and I-10. The new communities to the north and west of 

Sun City West are growing day by day. It is believed that water 

requirements for many of these projects may come from the same aquifer 

we, in Sun City West, now rely on.  

Water in our aquifer was largely deposited during the last ice age about 

9,000 years ago. It is not being replaced at a sufficient rate to sustain all 

the present withdrawals, even with the best conservation efforts. The 

current drought has amplified the concerns about our future water 

availability. As a point of reference, please access the recent publication 

from the Morrison Institute at ASU entitled “The Myth of Safe-Yield.” It is 

available on the internet for free. In this document, the authors explain how 

our groundwater is being overdrawn and replenishment efforts are failing. 
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Other sources of water are needed, but recent news about the Colorado 

River situation is not good. The interested reader is directed to the You 

Tube presentation of the PBS documentary “Beyond the Mirage,” available 

on the internet. Colorado River water, via the CAP canal system, supplies 

about 40% of Arizona’s water needs. It is aptly named the Central Arizona 

Project (CAP) since most of the benefit is realized by the cities of Phoenix 

and Tucson and all the farms and cities in-between. 

At the present time, little affect from nearby development has been noted 

for aquifer water levels in SCW. This may be the result of conversion of 

agricultural areas to residential areas. This conversion reduces water 

demand since agriculture requires about 6 times more water per acre than 

the residential developments. However, future developments are now 

moving into desert areas where there is no net savings of water demand. 

As supply of the CAP water continues to decline, there are numerous 

agricultural and residential areas that must make choices for additional 

water sources. Many have already planned for this event; however, one of 

the options available includes extra drilling for groundwater. This may affect 

the future water supply for Sun City West and many similar communities 

that rely on groundwater. 

The community is encouraged to conserve water every way possible. 

Information on this topic is available on the Epcor web-site and at periodic 

seminars within the community. Be mindful of irrigation leaks and 

overwatering of plants, and trees, etc. 

It should also be noted that over 90% of all wastewater collected at the 

Epcor treatment plant for Sun City West is sent to recharge ponds near the 

Aqua Fria river NW of the community. This is an important conservation 

tool. 

Your PORA Water Committee meets once per month on the third Tuesday 

at 9:30 am in the PORA office at 13815 W. Camino del Sol. The public is 

welcome to attend and gain information about our water from the 

committee members. 


