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Lake Mead Ring. The Water Level is 158 Feet 
Below Full Pool. This part of the Colorado River 

is the source of much of Arizona’s water.



Lake Mead Water Level. High in the Spring, Low 
after Summer

w Water Level 

1,076.29 on 

6/11/21



Note: Agriculture CAP Water Reduced by 65%              



The Desert Southwest is in a 21-Year Drought
Now “Exceptional” for Much of Arizona



Central Arizona Project Canal – 336 miles. 
Provides 40% of the State’s Water Needs. 

It is Subject to Lake Mead Fluctuations



Transports Salt River Water to Glendale, Peoria, Scottsdale



Recharge Basin for Reclaimed 
Wastewater or Excess CAP Water



Typical SCW Water Well-200+ Hp Motor. 
Approximately 1000 feet deep. These wells 

provide 100% of SCW water.



Ground Fissure from Overpumping & 
Subsidence in Eastern Pinal County, Arizona



Limits of City of Surprise. Development 
Continues to the West and NW of SCW

Sun City West



Water Wells in and Near SCW



Irrigation Leak in SCW



Irrigation Leak Continued



Swimming Pool Draining in SCW



Use the Sewer Cleanout Piping to 
Send Water to the Wastewater 

System for Treatment and 
Recharge



Swimming Pool Draining Continued



Bottling Plants in Glendale



Bottling Plants: Surprise to the North, 
Glendale to the South

Surprise

Glendale

Bottling Plants



Water Wells for: Small Farmer (400’-600’) versus 
Big Farmer (1010’) and Mega Farmer (2500’)

Unregulated Water 
Wells Outside AMAs



“The Future of Water in the West.” A PBS 
Documentary about the Colorado River: 

beyondthemirage.org





A PBS Documentary. Episode III – Crisis: 
“Dry Areas are Getting Dryer and Wet 

Areas are Getting Wetter.”





“Exceptional Drought Status”



Available by Request on Internet At

“Water Conservation Kit-Epcor”



Basic Capture and Treatment System



How Many More will we See?



Information Presented in this Document has been 
Researched and/or Supplied by:

➢ Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR): 
new.azwater.gov

➢ Arizona Republic: environment.azcentral.com

➢ Ian James: ian.james@azcentral.com

➢ Arizona Water News: azwaternews.com

➢ ASU Cronkite News: cronkitenews.azpbs.org

➢ Water Resources Research Center: wrrc.arizona.edu

➢ Beyond the Mirage, documentary by Arizona Public 
Media, PBS, U of A: beyondthemirage.org

➢ H2O, The Molecule that Made Us: PBS documentary

➢ Layperson’s Guide to Arizona Water, U of A, wrrc

mailto:ian.james@azcentral.com


Any Questions?

Contact us at PORA’s Office 

13815 W. Camino del Sol,

Sun City West, AZ 85375

Phone: 623-584-4288

This presentation is a Work in Progress. 
Please visit periodically for occasional 

updates.

Your PORA Water Committee

(David.Hunter@PORASCW.org)


